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FÁILTE/Welcome

D

esmond College is an inclusive, co-educational, postprimary school operating under the auspices of Limerick
and Clare Education and Training Board. We firmly believe
in offering a progressive curriculum, as well as an extensive
range of extra-curricular activities, which promote the holistic
development of all our students. It is vital that every child
receives the best possible education available and we are
confident that Desmond College can provide that quality
education for each of our students.
Our staff are highly qualified and are totally committed to
their students, ensuring that each student is prepared for and
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performs to the highest possible academic level. An inclusive
climate of learning exists in which every student is enabled
to develop their own unique talents and potential and our
dynamic teachers inspire the best in each of their students.
The care of our students is of paramount importance to us and
this care permeates through all aspects of school life and is
evident in the excellent relationship of mutual respect which
exists between staff and students.
The best ambassadors for our school are our students, so
please visit our school, meet our staff and students and see
what Desmond College has to offer.

Elizabeth Cregan

Deputy Principal

Each student is encouraged to participate to the fullest possible
extent in the academic, social, physical and cultural activities of
the school, so that, on completion of their formal second level
education, they may emerge as self-disciplined, responsible and
well adjusted citizens, capable of playing an active and positive
role in modern society.

TELEPHONE: 069 – 62205

www.desmondcollege.ie

FAX: 069 – 61285

FACEBOOK: DesmondCollegeNCW

EMAIL: info@desmondcollege.ie

Mission
Statement
We strive to support each
individual within the school
community to reach his or
her full potential in a caring
environment.

Bímis go leir
ag obair le
chéile

Bímis go leir ag obair le chéile
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A Broad School Curriculum

A

Junior Cycle
comprehensive curriculum is offered at Desmond College
which underpins our school’s vision for developing our students
and helping them to achieve their best. Students are encouraged
to work to their full potential and to take as many higher level
subjects as possible. First Year Classes are not streamed. In Second
and Third Year, core subjects are banded and set according to

ability. Students are afforded the opportunity to ‘taste’ or sample
subjects before choosing first year options.
Desmond College is working in line with NCCA and DES with
the full implementation of the new Junior Cycle. All students now
take Wellbeing as a core subject.

English

Religious Education

Irish

Physical Education

Maths

Social Personal & Health Education

History

Business Studies

Geography

Art, Craft & Design

Science

Home Economics

French

Wellbeing

Spanish

Music

German

Technical Graphics

Information Technology

Materials Technology Wood

Desmond College also offers the Junior Certificate Schools Programme (JCSP). The emphasis of this programme is on active
learning and on the development of basic skills.

T

Transition Year (Optional)
his is a one year optional programme within our school. Our
programme encourages personal and social development and
allows students the opportunity to develop self-directed learning
styles and engage in a wide variety of experiences both inside
and outside the classroom. Our TY programme has an excellent
reputation. We encourage students to rise to new challenges
and to take new roads of experience. Students are afforded the
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opportunity to acquire new skills while continuing to study core
academic subjects. They also take modules in a variety of different
subjects which enable them to make a more informed choice when
it comes to Leaving Certificate. The TY Programme is crammed full
of activities and events such as Young Scientist Competition, Work
Experience, Young Social Innovators, Enterprise Competitions,
Young Entrepreneurs, Gaisce, Charity Work and much more.

Senior Cycle

T

The Leaving Certificate
he Leaving Certificate is a two year programme. All
students take at least seven subjects and many have the option
of also taking an LCVP Module. A broad range of subjects are

offered to students following comprehensive Career Guidance
advice. Subjects are allocated depending on student interest
and availability of resources.

Leaving Certificate Subjects
Irish

Accounting

English

Business Studies

Maths

Construction Studies

French
Spanish
German
Biology
Physics
Chemistry
Agricultural Science

Music
History
Geography
Design and Communication Graphics
Engineering
Religious Education

Home Economics

Physical Education

Art

Career Guidance

T

Leaving Certificate Applied
he Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) is a programme
available to students which is of two years’ duration. It has
a strong practical and vocational emphasis and is aimed at

students who wish to follow a course aimed at acquiring
practical skills. Work Experience is a compulsory element of
this programme.
Bímis go leir ag obair le chéile
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O

Technology in Education

ur iPad Initiative launched in 2015 has integrated technology into the educational environment of our school, helping
our students to develop what are often referred to as ‘21st Century Skills’. This initiative is grounded in academic research and
practical experience
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Pastoral Care and Supports for Students
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class Tutor and Year Head System
Full time Guidance Counsellor
Junior and Senior Care Team
Student Support Team
Learning Support and Resource Teaching
Special Needs Assistants
Special Class
ASD Class

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Home School Community Liaison (HSCL)
Strong links with outside agencies and supports
School Completion Programme
Mentoring Programme
Induction Programme
S.P.H.E.
Counter-Bullying Programme

Book Rental Scheme
We operate a Book Rental Scheme which ensures all students are supplied with their text books for a modest fee.

W

Transition from Primary to Post Primary School
e are aware that the transition from primary to post
primary school can be very daunting for young students. We
make every effort to ensure that this transition is an exciting

W

and positive experience and so we provide an Induction &
Mentoring Programme for all First years.

Learning Support and Resource Teaching
e have a highly qualified SEN Department providing
one-to-one, small group or team tuition based on need and
eligibility. Special Needs Assistants offer other supports to

individual students and are an integral part of the learning
support team. A NEPS psychologist is assigned to the school
and is available at all times to the SEN Team.

Bímis go leir ag obair le chéile
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School Facilities

V

isitors to Desmond
College are immediately
impressed by our beautiful
general purpose area. We
have some of the most modern
educational facilities which
provide an enhanced modern,
technology-led environment,
all of which provide the very
best opportunities for our
students to achieve their full
academic potential.
Lockers are provided to
students for a nominal fee
in order to help alleviate the
problem of heavy school bags.
A canteen provides FREE
freshly cooked breakfast
and lunch daily.
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C

The School Community

entral to our philosophy is our commitment to partnership. Desmond College has a strong sense of community where
parents, students, staff and management all work together to provide the best education and opportunities for our students.

D

Student Council
esmond College actively encourages students to
participate fully in the life of the school. We have a vibrant
and busy Student Council. Under the guidance of a member
of our teaching staff and in co-operation with the Principal
and Board of Management, this Council provides students

I

with an active voice in the policy-making process in our
school. Representatives from all years are elected by the
student body to sit on the Council for an academic year. The
Council promotes opportunities for leadership, team work
and active citizenship.

Parents' Association
n co-operation with the Board of Management, Principal
and Teaching Staff, the Parents Association provides a forum
for parents to meet and discuss issues of mutual interest.
Membership is open to the parents of all students attending

the school. A Committee is elected annually and meetings
are held monthly. The Association has been very involved in
improving facilities and supporting educational, cultural and
sporting events in the school.

Bímis go leir ag obair le chéile

9

Desmond College actively
encourages students to
participate fully in the
life of the school.
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Academic Monitoring

Continuous Academic
Assessment
Formal assessments in October, Christmas, Easter
and Summer, along with Pre-Exams for 3rd and 6th
Years. Reports sent home of all assessments. All
Class Test results are closely monitored with results
sent home in the Journal for parents to see and sign.

Information Evenings

First year Parents’ Information Night
Subject choice for Junior Cycle
Programme Information & Subject Choice for
3rd years and parents
C.A.O. & Third Level Information for 6th years
and parents
Parenting Courses

Supervised Study

Monday to Thursday from 3.45 - 5.45.

Homework Club

Monday to Thursday from 3.30 - 4.30

Parent-Teacher Meetings

Regular meetings take place throughout the school
year. One formal parent-teacher meeting takes place
annually, at which students are expected to attend.

Study Skills Programme

Study Skills Programme for Non-Exam and Exam
Years
Study Skills Workshop for Parents
Individual Learning and Study Plan Support from
Guidance Counsellor and Year Head

Gaelcholáiste Uí
Chonbá
Students have the opportunity to study
their subjects through the medium of
Irish in the Coláiste

Bímis go leir ag obair le chéile
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Extra Curricular Activities

S

tudents are encouraged to take part in some extracurricular activity of their choice. There is ample opportunity
to participate in activities that suit the students’ talents. Due
to our success in many of these areas, our students have
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hurling
Camogie
Football
Ladies’ Football
Soccer
Golf
Cycling
Basketball
Athletics
Rugby

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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competed at the highest possible level and have enjoyed
appearances on national television where they have presented
their achievements and discussed the learning experiences
involved.

Outdoor Pursuits
Adventure Trips
Debating
Drama
Public Speaking
BT Young Scientist Competition
Gaisce Awards
Quizzes
Chess
Enterprise Competitions

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Equestrian Events
Charity Events
Awareness Events
Way of the Cross Pageant
Science & Maths Competitions
Fashion Show
Choir
Trad Group
School Concert
Tours - Achill, London, Paris,
Barcelona and more

TELEPHONE: 069 – 62205

www.desmondcollege.ie

FAX: 069 – 61285

FACEBOOK: DesmondCollegeNCW

EMAIL: info@desmondcollege.ie

